
From OATJ 

Message from the President - Iya Nemastil 

Dear OATJ Members, 

Thank you so much for all of your support this year.  

It’s been a year full of growth and changes.  

It saddens me to say that this past Spring, the 

Japanese program at Ben Logan Schools was cut by 

a unanimous school board decision. Overwhelming 

support flooded in from various sources such as the 

Japan Foundation, Kawamura Sensei, city officials, 

and JASCO, in an effort to save the program and 

convince the school board to withdraw their 

decision. Unfortunately, nothing could be done to 

change their minds, and after many years Ben Logan 

High School no longer has Japanese as a language 

option. Yamamoto Sensei accepted a teaching 

position in Alaska, and we wish him the best of luck 

in continuing his teaching endeavors.  

Following the sad news of a Japanese 

program closing, we were surprised with the 

wonderful news of a brand-new Japanese program 

starting at Findlay High School. I think this will be 

an amazing partnership with not only Findlay High 

School and The University of Findlay, but also with 

the local Japanese companies, which will play an 

active role in helping these students find jobs out of 

high school and college.  

Marysville schools, along with Dublin city 

schools and Findlay High School were invited to a 

“Japan Day” at The University of Findlay recently 

as well. Our students were able to learn about 

continuing Japanese in a college setting, as well as 

see the necessity and importance of knowing the 

Japanese language and culture in Ohio. Thank you 
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Kawamura Sensei and Aoki Sensei for your efforts 

in putting this together.  

Lastly, I had my second daughter, Luna, this 

past May, and she joins our family along with her 

older sister, Maya, and our dog Kiki.  

I hope you all have a great holiday season, and that 

you will continue to be active members of OATJ. 

It’s been a great 

opportunity to serve you 

all as your Vice President 

and President these past 

four years. I look forward 

to the continuous growth 

of Japanese presence in 

Ohio.  

 

Thank you,  

Iya Nemastil  

 

Voting this November 2019 

This November, OATJ will have voting for its new 

board members for the years 2020-2022. We 

currently have one person nominated for each 

position and you can find their profiles below. If 

anyone would like to nominate another person or 

nominate themselves, OATJ will be accepting 

nominations until November 16th by e-mail at 

OATJOhio@gmail.com. The person nominated 

must be a current member of OATJ. You don’t need 

to do anything other than send your nomination and 

the person nominated will need to write a short 

profile like the ones you see below. Voting will take 

place online only from November 17-30. Each 

person can only vote once and you must be a current 

AATJ member with your local affiliate being OATJ. 

When you receive your email to vote, please do so 

quickly and before the deadline. For those currently 

nominated, please see below:  

 

Profiles of those Currently Nominated 

Nominated for President: Laura Renz 

Job title: Senior Language Trainer for Mirai 

Intercultural 

Previously I have served on the OATJ board as 

Treasurer from 2016-17 and currently as Vice 

President from 2018-19. I got my bachelor’s degree 

from the University of Findlay in Japanese and my 

Master’s from OSU in Japanese Pedagogy. I live 

with my family (husband, almost 1-year old 

daughter, dog - Piper and cat - Wizard) in 

Columbus. I've been working at Mirai Intercultural 

since 2014, which is a contracting company offering 

language and cultural training to the companies in 

the Columbus area in a variety of languages. Mainly 

I have done Japanese and English classes at Honda 

and some of its suppliers. I hope that with my 

connections, that I can help connect K-12 with 

universities with companies and with JASCO.  

よろしくお願いいたします。 

 

Nominated for Vice President: Junko Markovic 

Job title: Instructor at University of Cincinnati 

I have been serving on the OATJ board as 

Webmaster/J-CAN representative since 2018. I have 

represented OATJ for J-CAN, the initiative 

sponsored by American Association of Teachers of 

Japanese (AATJ) since 2016. After I got my 

Master’s from OSU in Japanese Language 

Pedagogy, I have taught Japanese at Williams 

College (MA) and Villanova University (PA). I 

returned to Ohio in 2009 and since then I have been 

teaching at University of Cincinnati. Although I 

miss the ocean and mountains very much, I enjoy 

living in Cincinnati with my husband and my 

dog, Millie. I hope I can contribute to strengthening 

the network of teachers in Ohio so that we can 

continue to share our resources with each other.  

どうぞよろしくお願いします。 

 

 

Nominated for Secretary: Tanya Schubert 

Job title: Japanese teacher Findlay City Schools 

Previously I have served on the OATJ board as 

Secretary from 2016-17. I taught Japanese in 

Marysville from 2015-2017. I left the state of Ohio 

and taught Japanese in the state of Washington for 

the past two years. I am currently teaching Japanese 

at Findlay High School. I have experience teaching 

English in Japan as well as working in 

translation/interpretation. I look forward to 

becoming an active member of OATJ again.  

よろしくおねがいします。 

 

 



Nominated for Treasurer: Teppei Kiyosue 

Job title: Lecturer - The Ohio State University  

Previously I have served on the OATJ board as 

Treasurer 2014-15 and as President 2016-17 and 

currently as Treasurer again 2018-19. I was 

appointed as a representative from OATJ to attend 

the Japan Foundation, Los Angeles (JFLA) - 

American Association of Teachers of Japanese 

(AATJ) Leadership Training program in 2014 and 

2015. My partner Meridith, is also a teacher and an 

OATJ member. She is a kamishibai specialist who 

teaches Japanese language and culture at Red Oak 

Community School in Columbus. I live with my 

family (Meridith, our kids - Ren and Sierra, our 

dogs - Elma and Ellis, and a cat - Hazel) in 

Columbus. I've been working at OSU as a Japanese 

language course coordinator, instructor, and 

Graduate Teaching Assistant supervisor for 12 

years. I hope that I can continue to advocate and 

sustain an organizational culture conducive to 

continuous improvement for OATJ members.  

宜しくお願い致します。 

 

 

Nominated for Webmaster: Rie Aoki 

Job title: Instructor of Japanese at the University of 

Findlay 

 

I earned my bachelor’s degree in English Language 

with the completion of the certificate program in 

teaching Japanese as a second language from Kansai 

Gaidai University in Japan. I received my 

master’s degree from Marshall University in 

Secondary Education and have participated in 

the Japanese Teacher Training program of the 

Alliance for Language Learning and Education 

(ALLEX). I have been teaching at the 

University of Findlay since 2017. I teach 

Japanese and Japanese related classes, organize 

outreach projects, and run five to six inbound 

programs from Japan with Dr. Hiroaki Kawamura. 

This would be my first time to serve on the OATJ 

board, and if elected, I would be very excited to 

serve. 

 

 

News from Ohio Japanese 

Programs 
From Kent State University 

Thanks to support from the Japan Foundation, on 

two separate nights in September we screened two 

Japanese films (Tremble All You Want and Born, 

Bone, Born), with the final film in this year’s 

series, Hanagatami, screened on October 17. On 

November 1 we will welcome Professor Jin 

Nakamura from Atomi University 

to campus, where he will speak 

on Japanese pop culture and 

fashion in an event co-hosted by 

the Department of Modern and 

Classical Language Studies and 

Kent State’s School of Fashion. This visit is 

generously sponsored by the Consulate General of 

Japan in Detroit. 

 

From Sinclair College 

Sinclair Receives Grant for the Japanese 

Language Program 

On September 17, the Deputy Consul General, Ms. 

Yuki Sakai, visited Sinclair on behalf of the 

Consulate General of Japan, located in Detroit, 

Michigan. Ms. Sakai came to deliver a grant award 

made to Sinclair College by the Japan Foundation 

Los Angeles (JFLA). JFLA works closely with 

Japanese Consulate 

Offices around the 

United States to 

promote international 

cultural exchange and 

mutual understanding 

between Japan and 

other countries through 

Japanese language and cultural education 

programming.  

The JFLA grant provides financial support to 

maintain Sinclair’s current Japanese courses. 

Sinclair has offered instruction in Japanese language 



for 15 years. The grant was initiated by Sinclair 

instructors Etsuko Strohecker and Bob Miller. As 

noted by Modern Languages Chair Yufeng Wang, 

the grant will provide added opportunities to 

enhance teaching and learning within the Japanese 

Language Program. Sinclair is the only public 

institution in the Dayton area to offer any kind of 

Japanese language course. Other schools offering 

Japanese classes are located at considerable 

distances from the City of Dayton.  

 

 

From the University of Findlay 

Kawaguchi and Findlay 

Friendship City Agreement 

On August 16, the city of Kawaguchi in Saitama 

prefecture and the city of Findlay signed an 

agreement to become friendship cities. At the same 

time, the Kawaguchi 

City Board of 

Education and Findlay 

City Schools signed an 

agreement for 

educational exchange. 

 

From August of 2019, Findlay High School started 

hosting up to two students from Kawaguchi 

Municipal High School. Then, in August 2020, the 

Findlay High School will start sending up to two 

students to Kawaguchi. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Travel the Globe at University of Findlay 

With financial support from the Japan Foundation, 

The University of Findlay hosted Japanese language 

learners from Marysville and Ben Logan High 

Schools on October 18 for “Experiencing Japanese 

Culture at the University of Findlay”.  

The event gave high school students the opportunity 

to experience Japanese language by participating in 

activities with University of Findlay students 

studying Japanese and exchange students from 

Japan. High school students learned how to shop in 

Japanese and participated in a mock Japanese 

homestay. They also did a chara-ben (character 

lunch box) activity and listened to presentations by 

several University of Findlay students who 

incorporated Japan into their respective majors. 

“Travel the Globe” was proposed and organized by 

the University of Findlay and co-hosted with 

Marysville High School 

and Benjamin Logan 

High School with 

financial support from the 

Japan Foundation.  



The goal was to give an opportunity to use Japanese 

with college students and help high school students 

think about Japanese language and culture beyond 

high school. 

 

Fukui/Findlay International Business Seminar 

On Nov 5-15, The University of 

Findlay and City of Findlay 

hosted a group of eight young 

professionals from Fukui Japan 

for International Business 

training. This is one of the 

economic/business exchanges 

between Fukui prefecture, City 

of Findlay and University of 

Findlay. They received training in presentation and 

small talk skills in English. They also visited and 

met American business 

professionals to get 

new ideas about business 

practices. 

On Nov 4-14, 2019, we will do the same program 

(3rd) with 10 young professionals. 

 

The focus will be development of presentation and 

small talk in English. The participants will also 

interact with innovative business professionals in 

NW Ohio. 

 

ASIANetwork Grant 

University of Findlay received a grant to do an 

undergraduate ethnographic work in Japan. The 

theme is "Rural Communities in Japan: Challenges, 

Revitalization Strategies, and Future." This is a 1.5-

year project (August 2018-May 2020). 

 

One of the participants is 

Garrett Brown who studied 

Japanese at Marysville High 

School. 

Japanese Classes at Findlay High School 

Starting August of 2019, Findlay High School 

started offering its first year of Japanese 1 with 61 

students enrolled. We received the salary assistance 

grant from the Japan Foundation, on October 9th we 

had a reception where the consulate general sent a 

representative to present the grant check.  

We are also offering Japanese after school to our 

gifted students at Wilson Vance on Thursdays which 

started in October.  

 

Also, Kawaguchi Rotary and Findlay Rotary Clubs 

became friendship clubs. They will apply for a 

Rotary International Global grant to 

support medical care in Nepal.  

 

In August 2019, Findlay High School 

welcomed two students from Kawaguchi Municipal 

High School. In August 2020, Findlay High School 

will send up to two students to Kawaguchi. (For the 

first time, it will be August-December 2020.) 

 

Findlay High School, 

Kawaguchi Board of Education 

and University of Findlay will 

collaborate to do a 2-week 

summer program in Findlay for 

high school students from 

Kawaguchi city starting in 2020. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Recent Japanese Events in Ohio 


