
 
Schedule: 
10:00 - 10:10: Opening - Teppei Kiyosue & Tracy Imamura 
10:10 - 10:55: Session 1 - Iya Nemastil, Marysville High School 
10:55 - 11:40: Session 2 - Tanya Schubert, Bunsold Middle School 
 
(10 min break) 
 
11:50 - 12:35: Session 3 - Rebecca Allen, Dublin Jerome High School 
  
(Lunch: 12:35 - 2:00) 
  
2:00 - 2:45: Session 4 - Abby Shelton, The Ohio State University 
2:45 - 3:00: Closing + Discussion for AP workshop   
  
Session Title & Description: 
Session 1: Iya Nemastil, Marysville High School 
Title: Japanese: 90% Target Language & Authentic Materials 
 
Description: What are the core practices of an effective Japanese teacher? Through 
interactive demonstrations and discussion, come learn how to successfully implement  
the target language as vehicle of instruction, as well as utilize authentic sources in your 
K-12 Japanese classroom. Let's ensure your teaching is both proficiency-oriented and 
student-centered.  This presentation will offer successful strategies for creating a 
communicative classroom through teaching in the target language and immersing 
students in real Japanese texts created by native speakers for native speakers.  
 
Session 2: Tanya Schubert, Bunsold Middle School 
Title: Effective Foreign Language Advocacy For the Secondary and 
Postsecondary Teacher 
 
Description: Despite the clear competitive advantages of studying a foreign language 
and the overall need for people with foreign language skills, the study of foreign 



languages has traditionally been put to the bottom of the priority list in American 
Education while other subjects such as math and science are being considered more 
important to students and their future careers. Enrollment is at an all-time low, and 
foreign language programs across the country in the secondary and postsecondary 
level are being cut or eliminated.  This presentation will give a brief background on why 
advocacy is needed.  The presentation will then explore how to start advocating for 
one’s program and also introduce ways to become an even more effective advocate for 
one’s program.  
 
Session 3: Rebecca Allen, Dublin Jerome High School 
Title:  Authentic Language Practice in Online Discussions 
 
Description: We all aim for classes that engage and challenge every student, 
incorporating their interests and everyday lives into authentic opportunities for using the 
target language.  At the same time, we struggle to create environments that don’t 
inadvertently reward students who have outgoing personalities and penalize those who 
are more introverted.  This presentation will demonstrate use of moderated 
asynchronous discussions through the online learning management system Schoology 
as a tool for engaging every student, incorporating cultural discussions and research 
into Japanese courses from the start, developing a cohesive classroom community, and 
reaching out to peers in Japan.  The presenter’s participation in the exchange program 
Kizuna Across Cultures, as well as methods for utilizing Schoology’s features to 
manage the logistics of discussions will be discussed.  Participants are encouraged to 
bring laptops or smart phones, and to establish a Schoology.com account in advance. 
 
Session 4: Abby Shelton, The Ohio State University 
Title: “Language teaching technology: Putting a face on online FL course 
content” 
 
Description: “As someone who has worked in a completely digital environment for the 
past 2 years, I have been fortunate to have the opportunity to apply a wide range of 
digital technologies to my course content.  In this session, I will briefly cover a few 
options for the following: platforms, interactive technologies, visual & audio 
technologies, and other resources.  I will also discuss the cost of these technologies 
and other things to consider when moving to a digital course environment.  A pdf of the 
presentation (which will contain website links and other content) will be available for 
download afterwards.” 
 


