
 

Save the Date! 

 

OATJ News 

OH-JAN Conference 
On October 24th, The Ohio-Japan 

Alumni Network (OH-JAN) and the 

Institute for Japanese Studies (OSU) 

hosted the conference, “Alumni Voices: 

Sharing Japan-related Experiences & 
Opportunities” 

Panelists shared their experiences in 

various fields, including technology, 

business, academia, and law, and the 

impact that studying Japanese in Ohio 
has had on their diverse careers. 

Networking opportunities for 

participants ranging from high school 

students to experienced professionals 
capped off the afternoon. 

OH-JAN will post videos of each panel 

to a YouTube channel in order to 

spread the impact of this event to an 
even wider audience. 

For a high school student perspective on 

the event, see page 3. 

Ohio Hosts CATJ 25 

On April 11-12, the 25th Central Association of Teachers of 

Japanese Conference was hosted by The Ohio Association of 

Teachers of Japanese (OATJ) and The University of Findlay. 

We would like to thank all the OATJ members and colleagues 

from other states that supported the conference.  For photos 

and other information, see page 4. 

JASCO  

Career Fair 

Nov. 13 3:00-5:00 

JFLA Grants 

(several dates) (several dates) 

http://www.jflalc.

org/grants-jle.html 

JLPT  

December 6 December 6 

http://www.aatj.or

g/jlpt 

F A L L  2 0 1 5  

Nov. 13 3:00No -5:00
 
Dublin Rec Center 
5600 Post Rd 

Dublin, OH 43017 
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Marysville Program Grows 

Hajimemashite! My name is Tanya Schubert and I am the new Japanese teacher at 

Bunsold Middle School. I am not from Ohio originally; I am from Pittsburgh, 

Pennsylvania. I graduated High School in 2005. From the moment I graduated I 

always knew that I wanted to become a Japanese teacher. I began my Japanese 

studies in fall 2005 at The University of Alaska Fairbanks as a Japanese major. 

That summer I had my first experience in Japan. I studied at The 

University of Hokkaido in Sapporo city for 6 months while doing a 

homestay. I returned to Alaska for a year, and my junior year went 

back to Japan for 1 year to study in Nagoya city at Nagoya Gakuin 

University. While in Nagoya, I met the University of Findlay’s Japanese 

professor Dr. Kawamura. We spoke about my goal to be a teacher, and 

my desire to get better at Japanese. After that meeting I decided to 

transfer to the University of Findlay where I graduated with my B.A. in 

Japanese in May 2010. I began searching for work in Japan after that and 

in March 2011, I moved to Matsuyama city, Japan to teach English at 

Nichibei Gakuin School of Foreign Languages for the year.  

Upon my return to the states I ended up back at The University of Findlay. I began my Japanese teaching license as 

well as studying for my Masters of Arts in Education. During my time at UF I worked as the Teaching assistant for 

the Japanese program helping teach the level 1 class as well as offering outside tutoring to the students. In the 

summer of 2013 I taught at Concordia Language Villages Japanese immersion camp “Mori no Ike.” Although it 

was a different experience from what I was used to, it was a good way to spend my summer. When I returned to 

Ohio I began my student teaching at Bowsher High School in Toledo, Ohio. I began looking for Japanese teaching 

jobs, but because I still had a year left for my masters, I did not want to leave the state of Ohio. A friend of mine 

told me about a translation position at Bridgestone APM, one of the Japanese companies in Findlay, Ohio. I 

interviewed for the position and was offered the job. I learned a great deal about the automotive industry during my 

time at Bridgestone and enjoyed working with the Japanese and American staff. My goal while I was at Bridgestone 

was to be the bridge between the American staff and the Japanese staff and help avoid miscommunication due to 

cultural differences. I taught Intercultural communication seminars to the American and Japanese associates as well 

as Business Japanese to the American associates, and English to the Japanese staff. Although I enjoyed my position, 

to me the most enjoyable part of the job was when I was teaching and I began to miss being in the classroom.  

This past June, when Mrs. Kaffenbarger called and officially offered me the position at Bunsold was one of the best 

moments of my summer. I could not wait to meet my students, their parents and my future co-workers. We are only 

going to be starting our third week of school, and my students continue to amaze me daily by how much they try to 

use Japanese in and outside the class. When I see my students pushing themselves the way that they do it not only 

warms my heart, but it also makes me want to push myself even further as an educator. I truly am excited to be a 

part of the Japanese program, and am looking forward to getting to know not only my middle school students, but 

also the students at the High School, as well as everyone in the community. 

Ja
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OH-JAN Signature Event: A Student Perspective 
Dublin Coffman High School senior Makayla Schofield reflects on her experience 

The second half of the day we got to meet with 

some of the professors.  I found this to be very 

helpful because I was able to find out more 

about the program at OSU.  I thought that this 

event was extremely helpful to me as a high 

school student, and I would recommend that if 

you want more high school students to attend in 

the future, make sure to schedule it so that there 

isn’t a conflict with testing like the ACT. 

Leadership at ACTFL 
Thanks to the support of The Japan Foundation, Los Angeles, 

OATJ members will participate in a series of leadership and 

advocacy workshops at this years’ convention. 

Kiyosue Teppei of The 

Ohio State University 

and Iya Nemastil of 

Marysville High School 

will represent OATJ in 

this year’s leadership 

activities. We hope to 

see you there! 

The 2015 American Association of 

Teachers of Japanese (AATJ) Annual 

Fall Conference will take place 

November 20-22 in San Diego, 

California, in conjunction with the 

American Council on the Teaching of 

Foreign Languages (ACTFL) Annual 

Convention and World Languages 

Expo. 

I found the event on Saturday to be very 

interesting and helpful. I liked the fact that there 

were different panels to choose from.  I decided 

to attend both business panels. I found this to be 

very informative, because I got to hear about 

different ways Japanese can be beneficial to me 

later on in life. I also like the fact that each 

speaker represented different parts of the 

industry, and that they all study Japanese to 

different lengths.
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CATJ 25 
We express our sincere appreciation to 

the following organizations: 

• The Consulate General of Japan in Detroit 

• Friends of Findlay (a consortium of 14 Japan-related 

companies in northwest Ohio)  

• US Department of Education, Title VI (through The Ohio 

State University East Asian Studies Center)  

• Association for Asian Studies, Northeast Asia Council 

(NEAC)  

Further thanks to… 

• The Japan Foundation, Los Angeles 

• Office of Academic Affairs, The University of Findlay 

• College of Liberal Arts, The University of Findlay 

• Office of International Admissions and Services, The 

University of Findlay 

• Department of Language and Culture, The University of 

Findlay 

Conference Proceedings 
The full proceedings, including presenters’ papers on 

their presentation topics, can be found at: 

https://oatj.files.wordpress.com/2014/05/proceedings

_catj25_final_1103.pdf 

 

Presenter Information 
Presentation materials, including presenters’ visual 

aides can be found at: 

https://oatj.wordpress.com/catj/catj-25-presentation-

materials/
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AATJ Fall News Languages). AATJ will sponsor more than 50 

papers and panels on Japanese language 

education over the 3 days, host a reception and 

luncheon, and anchor a Japan Pavilion section 

in the exhibit hall with cultural displays and 

booths sponsored by travel agencies, publishers, 

and others. Join us if you can! Information on 

the conference is online at 

http://www.aatj.org/conferences-fall. 

 

Nominations are now open for the 2015 AATJ 

Teacher Awards. The Teacher Awards 

recognize outstanding teachers who 

demonstrate excellence in teaching, advocacy, 

and leadership in Japanese education both 

locally and nationally. AATJ presents the 

awards to the recipients at the AATJ Awards 

Luncheon during the ACTFL Annual 

Convention. Awards are given in two 

categories: K-12 Teacher Level and Community 

College/College and University Level. Please 

consider nominating a colleague for one of 

these prestigious awards. Information is online 

at http://www.aatj.org/prodev-awards-

recipients.   

 

Seventy-five undergraduate students were 

named recipients of Bridging Scholarship for 

Study Abroad in Japan in 2015-2016. The 

Bridging Scholarship program, which has been 

administered by AATJ since 1999, has awarded 

scholarships to more than 1500 students for a 

semester or year of study abroad in Japan. 

Information is online at 

http://www.aatj.org/studyabroad/japan-

bridging-scholarships.  

 

We are again getting ready for the Japanese 

Language Proficiency Test (JLPT), or Nihongo 

Nouryoku Shiken ( ). This test, 

administered worldwide under the auspices of 

the Japanese government and the Japan 

Foundation, is administered in the US by 

AATJ. The JLPT was taken by more than 4,000 

individuals in the United States last year, and 

we expect even more this year. The 2015 test 

will be given at 15 test sites around the US 

(including Seattle and San Francisco) on 

Sunday, December 6. Registration for the test 

opened on August 24, and continued until 

September 25. For the second year, The Ohio 

State University is an international test site in 

2015, with extensive preparation being done by 

the Janet Stucky and the Institute for Japanese 

Studies. Information is online at 

http://www.aatj.org/jlpt-us.  

 

Another AATJ project is administration of the 

National Japanese Exam (NJE). This online 

exam, which has three skill levels, is aimed at 

middle school, high school, and college students 

who are studying Japanese as a second 

language, and it is an inexpensive way for 

students to test their skills and for teachers to 

see how their students are doing. The NJE is 

proficiency-oriented, standards-based, and 

culture-related. Information on the NJE is 

online at http://www.aatj.org/nje. 

 

This year’s Fall Conference will take place in 

San Diego, November 20-22, in conjunction 

with the annual convention of ACTFL (the 

American Council on the Teaching of Foreign 

  

 



 

 

 

State Speech Contest 
Thanks to the support of the Japan-America Society of 

Central Ohio, the 16th Annual Japanese Speech Contest was 

held on Saturday, March 7th.  Each year, the students’ 

presentations are more impressive. Congratualations to all 

participants and their 

teachers, and thank you 

OATJ NEWS  

University Level: 
 

1st: Cong Li from the Ohio State University 

 “The Soul of Craftsmen” 

 

2nd: Jon Foissotte from Case Western Reserve 
University 

 “What is “Japan”?” 

 

3rd: Nicholas Fleming from Ohio University 

 “The Various Reasons I Started Studying 

Japanese and my Dreams for the Future” 

 
Consul-General of Japan in Detroit Award: 
Pallavi Rao from The Ohio State University

 “To a new world” 

 
Pronunciation Award: 

Lindsay Michelle Bodi from University of Toledo 

 “My Encounters with music” 

 

High School Level: 
 

1st: Christopher Cathis from Dublin Jerome High 

School 

 “What I learned in my 

basement” 
 

2nd: Gill Im from Dublin Scioto High School 

 “Japanese Friend” 

 

3rd: Evan Seitz from Westerville High School 

 “VOCALOID: The Sound 

of the Future” 

 
Consul-General of Japan in Detroit Award: 
James Kelemen from Kirtland High School 

 “Similar but Different” 

 
Pronunciation Award: 

Jebrael Calis from Dublin Coffman High School 

 

“Story of how I got lost in a Japanese airport when 

I was 11 years old” 

 

 


